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The Economic Geography of the European Union     M. Fuchs 
 Tuesday, 12-13:30 Uhr  Room 524 WiSo-Hochhaus 
 
The course discusses relevant political topics; still, the main perspective is inspired by Economic Geography, 
Human Geography and Regional Planning. Of course, the course cannot cover all countries of the EU, and it 
cannot touch all issues in the daily news. Thus, the course addresses particular problems of regions, cities and 
industries in the EU, also with regard to their role in the world.  
 
The idea is that you identify the central question of your topic and discuss it on the background of the related 
theoretical articles and empirical papers, elaborate the argument (with the help of further literature in eco-
nomic and human geography, especially in recent journals of economic and human geography), and find suita-
ble regional examples for the theoretical issues which contribute to each session (with feedback from Prof. 
Fuchs in the consultation hour). Your assessment will be based on the logic and evidence of your argumenta-
tion and how you fulfill the formal requirements, and on your intellectual inputs. The language of the course is 
English. The oral presentation and discussion is in English, the research paper may be in English or in German. 
Foreign participants, who do not understand German, shall be supported by other participants in case of the 
(few existing) German references for examples of regions in Germany. 
 
Your final mark will be derived from work that comprises: 
1. Paper (60% of the mark),  
2. Oral inputs: Presentation (40%)  
                   and Discussant (excellent inputs as discussant improve your final rating) 
 
No group work is allowed in the written part; each paper has to be rated individually. 
The presentation is 15-20 minutes. 
The discussants organize the discussion (15-30 minutes) with the class. The discussants contact the presenters 
before and prepare the discussion in the class. The discussants should know the answers to their own ques-
tions. You should not to raise too broad and general questions, and please avoid simple questions only aiming 
at others participants’ opinions. Instead, be critical with the statements of the given literature (Are the state-
ments evident? Is the argument of the author convincing? Do the findings fit to recent trends? … ).  
 
If you use examples of North-Rhine Westphalia, please go to these places and do not only visit them via inter-
net! 
 
Paper: 8 pages. How do you write the paper? See http://www.wigeo.uni-koeln.de/ 
You will find the cited books in our library. As well there are folders with the cited articles in our library. Such 
contributions give you a first orientation.  
For the paper, you further elaborate your research paper via search in the latest volumes (since 2008) in rele-
vant economic geographical journals, with at least 12 references in the list of literature in the end (and related 
references in the text) of at least 8 of the following journals: 

- Economic Geography 
- Journal of Economic Geography 
- Regional Studies 
- Human Geography 
- Environment and Planning A and D 
- Geoforum 
- Antipode 
- TESG (Tijdschrift voor Economische en Sociale Geografie) 
- European Planning Studies 
- European Urban and Regional Studies 
- Urban Studies 
- Die Erde 
- Zeitschrift für Wirtschaftsgeographie (mostly in German) 
- Geographische Zeitschrift (mostly in German) 

Start early with your search for relevant journal publications; maybe not every article is directly accessible and 
e.g. needs interlending (Fernleihe). After initial orientation and the lecture of the references below, please do 
not hesitate to contact Prof. Fuchs in her office hours (not via e-mail, please!) 

- Do not miss to register for the course 
- Each person submits the paper in our secretary office latest until January 9th,  2018  

Do not send the paper as a digital version! Please tackle the paper with a simple clip or staple, because we 
collect the papers in a filing bolder. Please, be aware of the office hours of our secretary office. 

http://www.wigeo.uni-koeln.de/
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10.10. Organization, Introduction (M. Fuchs) 
17.10. The EU and its regions (M. Fuchs) 
24.10. Metaplan/Future Workshop: Concepts for regional development in the European Union 

31.10. Reformationstag – 2017 festival day 
 
Metropolitan Regions and City Planning 
7.11. Convergence of Divergence between different Metropolitan Regions? Metropolitan Cooperation as Instrument for Convergence in the Euro-
pean Union? (Heeg, Klagge & Ossenbrügge 2003; Macleod 2014; Schafran 2014) 
- Examples of Western Europe     Presenter:      Discussant:  
- Examples of Cooperation of Regions surrounding the Baltic Sea  Presenter:      Discussant: 
 
14.11. Metropolitan Regions in the European Union – Festivalization and cultural events as drivers for structural change … of the city, the city 
region, and/or a larger territorial entity? (Richard Florida diverse publications (literature review); Delanty, Giorgi & Sassatelli 2013)   
- Example Cologne  Presenter:      Discussant:  
- Example Cracow  Presenter:      Discussant:  
 
21.11. Structural change of regions within the globalising economy by improving the regional image? (Wetzstein 2012; Boudreau 2007)       
- Example Phoenix-Area, Dortmund (Technology Park)  Presenter:    Discussant:  
- Example Phoenix-Area, Dortmund (Phoenixsee)  Presenter:      Discussant: 
 
European MNC in the World: Education and Skills 
 
28.11. Internationalisation of ‚dual‘ Vocational Education and Training (Fuchs, Wiemann & Schamp 2016; Fuchs, Pilz, Wiemann & Wiemann 
2017a; Fuchs, Pilz, Wiemann & Wiemann 2017b; Wiemann 2017)          
- Example German MNC in Mexico    Presenter:     Discussant:  
- Example German MNC in India (or China, your choice)  Presenter:      Discussant: 
 
Global Production Networks, MNCs and Small Firm Development 
 
5.12. Small technology firm clusters and technology parks in Europe: How can small firms support regional development? How dependent are 
they from Multinationals? (Christensen 2000; Coe, Dicken & Hess 2008; Pfirrmann & Walter (Eds.) 2002)    
- Example Oresund Region  Presenter:      Discussant:  
- Example Aachen    Presenter:      Discussant: 
 
Port and City 
 
12.12. Changes in the logistic chain since the 1950s and Issues of Clustering: The logistic port (Essletzbichler 2015; Frenken, Cefis & Stam 2015; 
Hesse & Rodrigue 2004; Hesse 2007a; Hesse 2007b; Diercke Atlas 2015, S. 34, 35, 123)  
- Example Duisburg (Logport)    Presenter:    Discussant:  
- Example Rotterdam     Presenter:      Discussant: 
  
19.12. Waterfront Redevelopment (div. publ. of Fuchs and further publications in our library  literature review)    
- Example London   Presenter:    Discussant:  
- Example Hamburg   Presenter:      Discussant: 
 
 
Manufacturing in the EU – in the global context: Perspectives of different industrial sectors 
 
9.1. The changing map of industries: Germany, EU and the BRIC: automotive industries (Jürgens & Krzywdzinski 2013; Jürgens & Krzywdzinski 

2016) 
- Example: Views of German actors  Presenter:    Discussant:  
- Example: Views of BRIC actors    Presenter:      Discussant: 
 
Smart Manufacturing and Industry 4.0 
 
16.1. Digital innovation and digital divide in the EU 
- Digital innovation in the city, examples of NRW (Fromhold-Eisebith & Eisebith 2005; http://www.wigeo.uni-
koeln.de/sites/wigeo/Veroeffentlichungen/WorkingPaper/WP_2017-01.pdf) 
Presenter:    Discussant:  
 
- Smart Specialisation, frugal innovation and upgrading in the peripheries of the EU? (Fuchs 2014; Benner 2014; Smith et al. 2014) 
Presenter:      Discussant: 
 
Am 23.1. findet keine Sitzung statt. 
 
30.1. a. Othering and b. Labour Relations 

Othering in cross-border investments: Challenges for the people in the EU 
 
(Fuchs et al. 2017) 
- The ‘Western’ view on the world  Presenter:    Discussant:  
 
Labour relations 
 

Labour relations and co-determination: Particularities of the German way – related to further ways in European countries (Cumbers, Nativel & 
Routledge 2008; Czaban & Henderson 2003; Drinkuth, Riegler & Wolff 2003; Lier 2007) 
Presenter:      Discussant: 
 
Concluding discussion: Future development of regions in the EU (Global Cities and Selected Topics) 

 


