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ENTERPRISES AND REGIONAL ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT IN THE EUROPEAN UNION 

 

6-10 & 18-19 June, 2016 

 
Course leaders and examiners: 

 

Prof.Dr. Claes G. Alvstam, Centre for International Business Studies/Economic Geography, 

School of Business, Economics and Law, University of Gothenburg, Sweden 

Email: claes.alvstam@handels.gu.se 

 

Prof.Dr. Inge Ivarsson, Centre for International Business Studies/Economic Geography, 

School of Business, Economics and Law, University of Gothenburg, Sweden 

Email: inge.ivarsson@handels.gu.se 

 

Course coordinator: Prof. Dr. Martina Fuchs, University of Cologne  

 

Registration: 

 

PhD Candidates: Please register via Email to lopez@wiso.uni-koeln.de (Registration 

Deadline: 24 April 2016) 

Master Students: Please register via KLIPS 1/ KLIPS 2 

 

 

Objective 
 
The objective of this block seminar course is to provide an enhanced and broadened understanding of 

how the continuous development of the single internal market within the European Union affects the 

regional distribution of production and consumption among the member-states, with special focus on 

concentration and dispersal patterns of production at the sub-national level within the EU member-

states. Furthermore, how private firms and public institutions, respond to new opportunities of 

internationalization of manufacturing and services production across MS borders, as well as the 

challenges of increased foreign competition at the domestic level. Special attention will be paid to the 

internationalization process of European companies within the single market, the intra-regional value-

chain within different sectors of industry, and their connection to global value-chains, various 

institutional factors affecting location-choices, e.g. the common supranational competition policy. 

Another topic to be raised is how the EU eastward enlargement process has affected regional 

economic development, both in the “new” and the “old” MS, now 10-15 years after membership. 

 

The regional economic development will furthermore be scrutinized from the external perspective, by 

featuring the current interregional trade and investment partnership negotiations with USA, the free 

trade talks with Japan, and the proposed transformation of today’s investment agreements with China 

into a supranational union-wide agreement. Possible topics in this context are indirect trade with North 

America, and Chinese acquisitions of European companies. 
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Seminars 

 
 

Monday June 6     16-19  1. Setting the stage: Basic components in 

   European regional economic development 

 

Tuesday June 7    16-19 2. The Single European Internal Market 

 

 

Wednesday June 8    16-19 3. The Common Competition Policy and its impact 

   at the national and sub-national MS-level 

 

Thursday June 9 16-19 4. The EU enlargement process and its effects on 

   regional economic development among old and 

   new MS 

 

Friday June 10 16-19 5. EU at the global trade and investment arena 

 

 

Saturday June 18 9-17 Presentations of term papers  

 

Sunday June 19 9-17 Presentations of term papers  

 
 
 
 

TERM PAPER ASSIGNMENT 
 
A term paper should be written individually and be presented at the final seminars on June 18-19. The 

topic should relate one or more themes that have been covered in the course and integrate theoretical 

insights from relevant journals with empirical data from mainly open sources gathered particularly for 

the assignment. You are supposed tom select the topic individually, whereupon it shall be approved by 

the course leaders by email. Deadline: May 15. 

 

Volume:  4000 words at font Times 11 (excluding front page, table contents, figures and references). 

 

The final version should be sent to the course examiners and the assigned discussant no later than June 

16 at 24.00. 

 

Oral presentation: About 20 minutes, followed by about 10 minutes of questions and answers led by 

the discussant and 10 minutes in an open discussion in which all participants are expected to 

contribute. 

 

The assignments can be: 

 Qualititively or quantitatively oriented 

 Covering the whole EU or part of it 

 Intra-regional (within EU) or cross regional (e.g EU-Asia)  

 Studies of specific industries or companies 
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Structure  

 

1. Title reflecting your problem area; 

2 Abstract, summarizing the assignment (max. 250 words); 

3 Introduction with: 

 a) background to the problem; 

 b) problematization, setting your problem area into a context;  

 c) research question(s) clearly spelled out; 

4 Theory section, outlining the theoretical/conceptual framework you will use in your 

analysis, including an overview of relevant literature (e.g journal articles and books); 

5 Method section, outlining how you have studied the problem empirically; 

6 Empirical part, in which your sources are clearly accounted for; 

7 Analysis in which you apply your theoretical framework to answer the research question/s; 

8 Conclusion and summary of your main results; 

9 Reference list (Harvard style), including all sources you cite in the text (no other). 

 

Needless to say: Plagiarism is not acceptable under any circumstances! 

Therefore, clearly cite all sources in the text, in the following manner:  

-"According to Johanson and Vahlne (2009)"…, or 

-"Recent research argued that..(e.g. Alon et al., 2011; Johanson & Vahlne, 2009)" 

-Internet sources are cited as all other sources in the text with the author/publisher and 

year, (e.g EU, 2016), and with a full www address in the reference list, including the 

access date, e.g: http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/accessing-markets/investment/, accessed 

2016-05-15. 

 

Page numbers should be included if you directly quote a source, e.g., 'As claimed by 

Johanson & Vahlne (2009: 1425):  "A short psychic distance will facilitate the 

establishment and development of relationships" (the citation in italics). 

 

Figures and tables shall have a describing caption, and have to be commented in the text. 
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SEMINAR TOPICS AND SUGGESTED READINGS: 
 

 

Seminar 1:  Setting the stage: Basic components in European regional 
economic development 
 
* The institutional framework at supranational, national and sub-national level 
 
* How to describe and map regional development? 
 

- The geographic levels applied in EU official statistics 
- Traditional/historical regions among member-states 
- Cross-border regions 
- Rural/urban regions; metropolitan areas 

 
* Which parameters are useful to apply, and when? 
 
* The dichotomy of concentration and dispersal 
 
* The concept of distance 
 
Suggested reading: 
 
One or more of a modern basic textbook, e.g.: 
 Guay, T.R., (2014) The Business Environment of Europe. Cambridge: C.U.P. 

 Somers, F.J.L. (ed.), (2010) European Business Environment. Groningen: Noordhof. 

 Suder, G., (2011) Doing Business in Europe. 2nd Ed. London: SAGE. 

 

European Commission: DG for Regional and Urban Policy, website: 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/ 

 

 

 

 

Seminar 2:  The Single European Internal Market 
 
*  Cross-border transactions in goods and services 
 

- The internationalization/globalization process of the European firm 
- Regional and global value-chains 
- Supply and distribution chains 
- Cross-border market areas 

 
*  Firms in global competition 

 
- Harmonization and standardization 
- Patent/IPR issues 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/
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Suggested reading: 
 

 Beugelsdijk, S., P. McCann, and R. Mudambi. 2010. “Introduction: Place, space and 

organization— economic geography and the multinational enterprise.” Journal of 

Economic Geography 10: 485–493. 

 

 Cantwell, J. A., and R. Mudambi. 2011. “Physical attraction and the geography of 

knowledge sourcing in multinational enterprises.” Global Strategy Journal 1: 206–232. 

 

 Meyer, K., R. Mudambi, and R. Narula. 2011. “Multinational enterprises and local 

contexts: The opportunities and challenges of  multiple embeddedness.” Journal of 

Management Studies 48: 235–252. 

 

 Narula, R., and G. D. Santangelo. 2009. “Location, collocation and R&D alliances in 

the European ICT industry.” Research Policy 38: 393–403. 

 

 European competitiveness report 2012: Reaping the benefits of globalization 

 

 European competitiveness report 2013: Towards knowledge-driven reindustrialisation 

 

 European competitiveness report 2014:  Helping firms grow 

 

 
Examples of term paper topics: 
 
 Cross-border relocations of headquarters in Europe 

 Do Technology Leaders Deter Inward R&D Investments: R&D Location Decisions in 

Europe 

 Study on the relationship between the localization of production, R&D and innovation 

activities 

 Functional fragmentation and the location of multinational firms in the enlarged Europe 

 Internationalization of business investments in R&D and analysis of their economic impact 

 Revealed competition for greenfield investments between European regions 

 Innovation drivers, value chains and the geography of multinational corporations in Europe 

 Sourcing patterns of foreign-owned multinational subsidiaries in Europe 

 Drivers of SME internationalization: Implications for firm growth and competitiveness 

 Internationalization and fragmentation of value chains and security of supply 

 The dark side of globalization for mature European Multinationals 

 The spatial variable in the recent configuration of the value chain in the European auto 

industry 

 The determinants of Inward FDI in Business Services across European regions 

 The entrepreneurial dimension of the cultural and creative industries: micro-location 

patterns 
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 The Specialization in Knowledge Intensive Business Services (KIBS) across Europe at the 

sub-national level 

 The KIBS as an engine of Regional Innovation Systems: Empirical evidence from European 

regions 

 The Spatial Mobility of the ‘Creative Class’: A European Perspective 

 Producer Services Research in Europe 

 Multinational enterprises and local contexts: The opportunities and challenges of multiple 

embeddedness in Europe 

 Location, collocation and R&D alliances in the European ICT industry 

 

Seminar 3:  The Common Competition Policy and its impact at the 
national and sub-national MS-level 
 
* The legislative framework  TFEU Art 3; 101-108 
 

- Abuse of dominant market position 
- Antitrust/Cartels 
- Merger & acquisitions control 
- State Aid 

 
* Impacts at the national and sub-national level 
* Definition of geographic market area 
* Global impact: American, Japanese/Korean and Chinese legislative framework 
 
Suggested reading: 
 
 EU Commission, DG Competition: Report on Competition Policy (annual) + general 

website: http://ec.europa.eu/competition/index_en.html 
 European Competition Journal (Taylor&Francis)  3 issues annually 

http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/recj20#.VwFht7Rf3IU 
 Fletcher, A. and Lyons, B., (2016), Geographic Market Definition in European 

Commission Merger Control. Noprwich, Univ of East Anglia. Available at: 
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/publications/reports/study_gmd.pdf 

 
 
Examples of term paper topics: 
 
Choose one specific case within either cartel/antitrust, abuse of dominant market 
position, merger control or state aid.  The case can either be concluded and settled or 
ongoing.   The following aspects should be covered in your report: 

- Presentation of the actors involved; 
- Motives behind cross-border M&A within this sector of industry (if relevant) 
- Background to the case – industry specifics; 
- Involvement of EU COM / DG COMP (if relevant) 
- Result of Commission’s examination, including motives (if relevant) 
- Result of the examination(s) by ECJ (if relevant); 

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/index_en.html
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/recj20#.VwFht7Rf3IU
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/publications/reports/study_gmd.pdf
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- References to parallel investigations by non-European competition/antitrust 
authorities (if relevant); 

- Payment of fines and/or repayment of state loans (if relevant) 
- Short- and medium-term impact of a successful/failed merger/acquisition (if 

relevant); 
- Lessons that can be drawn in the general discourse on the role of supranational 

decision-making vs. national enterprise policy vs. multinational corporate 
strategies within the field of European competition policy. You should moreover 
relate your case to the larger dimension of the ideology of free and open 
competition vs. strong government guidance, the influence of large vs. small 
actors, and the role of EU in a global competition context. 

- Possible impact on the sub-national level in the geographic locations affected. 
 
 

Seminar 4:  The EU enlargement process and its effects on regional 
economic development among old and new MS 
 
* Country specifics 
 
*Industry specifics (manufacturing and services) 
 
Suggested reading: 
 

 Dikova, D., Jaklič, A., Burger, A. and Kunčič, A. (2015), „What is beneficial for first-

time SME-exporters from a transition economy: A diversified or a focused export-

strategy?”, Journal of World Business.  doi:10.1016/j.jwb.2015.05.001 

 

 Jarosiński, M. (2012), “Early Internationalisation of Polish Companies – Research 

Results”, Journal of Management and Financial Sciences, Vol. 5 No. 7, pp. 34–39. 

 

 Jarosiński, M. (2014), “Characteristics of Polish Firms’ Internationalisation 

Processes”, in Knežević, B. and Wach, K. (Eds), International Business from the 

Central European Perspective. University of Zagreb Publishing House,  Zagreb, pp. 

43–52. 

 

 Koles, B. and Kondath, B. (2014), "Strategy development processes in Central and 

Eastern Europe: a cross-regional perspective", International Journal of Emerging 

Markets, Vol. 9, No. 3, pp. 386–399. 

 

 Meyer, K. and M.W. Peng, 2005. ”Probing theoretically into Central and Eastern 

Europe: Transactions, resources and institutions”. Journal of International Business 

Studies, Vol. 36, No 6: 600-621. 

 

 Meyer, K. and M.W. Peng, 2016. ”Theoretical foundations of emerging economy 

business research”. Journal of International Business Studies, Vol. 47: 3-22. 

 

 Nowiński, W. and Rialp, A. (2013), “Drivers and strategies of international new 

ventures from a Central European transition economy”, Journal for East European 

Management  Studies, Vol. 18 No. 2, pp. 191–231.  
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Examples of term paper topics: 
 
 Upgrading local economies in Central and Eastern Europe: The role of Business Service 

FDI 

 What is beneficial for first-time SME-exporters from a transition economy: A diversified 

or a focused export-strategy? 

 Characteristics of the internationalization processes of firms from transition economies – 

focus on spatial patterns. 

 Strategy development processes in Central and Eastern Europe: a cross-regional 

perspective 

 Probing theoretically into Central and Eastern Europe: Transactions, resources and 

institutions 

 Drivers and strategies of international new ventures from a Central European transition 

economy: effects on the regional development pattern 

 
 

 
Seminar 5:  EU at the global trade and investment arena 
 
* The common trade strategy: Trade-for- All 
* The Common Investment regulation strategy 
 

- The Transatlantic axis: TTIP and CETA 
- The Asian interregional PTAs/FTAs: Korea, Singapore, Vietnam, India, Japan…. 
- The Eastern Neighbourhood Policy 
- Developing world: Cotonou/ ACP 

 
* Inward Foreign Direct Investment in the EU 

- USA 
- Japan/Korea 
- China 
- India 

 
Suggested reading: 
 

 UNCTAD, World Investment Report 2013, Global Value Chains: Investment and 

Trade for Development 

 Coe, N.M & Yeung, H. W-C, 2015, Global Production Networks: Theorizing 

economic development in an interconnected world. 

 WTO: World Trade Report, World Trade Annual. www.wto.org 

 
Examples of term paper topics: 
 
 Emerging versus advanced country MNEs investing in Europe - A typology 

 Identifying European Economic Integration and Globalization A Review of Concepts 

 Attracting Foreign Direct Investment without weakening domestic firms 

 Potential regional effects in Europe of the TTIP agreement 
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 China-EU global value chains:  Who creates value, how and where?  

 Chinese foreign direct investment in the European Union: explaining changing patterns at the sub-

national level 

 EU-China FDI in the 21st century- Who is ready for a “win-win” strategy? 

 The Geography of Chinese and Indian Greenfield investments in Europe 

 Selling to Chinese Firms: Empirical Evidence from the German Automotive Industry 

 Do Japanese investors use their JVs with European partners in Europe as Trojan horses? 

 Foreign direct investment in Europe by multinational pharmaceutical companies from India 

 
 
 
SELECTED RELEVANT JOURNALS 
 
Journals related to Economic Geography: 

 

Geoforum  

Geografiska Annaler B 

Economic Geography  

Environment and Planning A  

International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 

Journal of Economic and Social geography 

Journal of Economic Geography  

Progress in Human Geography  

Professional Geographer  

Regional Studies 

Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers 

 

Journals related to International Business and European Economic Integration 

European Competition Journal 

International Business Review (IBR) 

Journal of Common Market Studies (JCMS) 

Journal of International Business Studies (JIBS) 

Journal of World Business (JWB) 

Management International Review (MIR) 

Multinational Business Review (MBR) 

Progress in International Business Research 

Thunderbird International Business Review 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


